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David Osborn joined the IAEA as Director, Environment Laboratories, in Monaco in 
January 2013. Formerly with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
in Nairobi and The Hague, he was Coordinator of the 1995 Global Programme of 
Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-Based Activities and 
Coordinator of UNEP’s Ecosystem Management Programme. A national of Australia 
with qualifications in both environmental science and environmental law, his 
interests and career have focussed extensively on the link between robust science 
and good governance. He has held director posts at the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park Authority and the Australian Government’s Department of the Environment 
and Water Resources and has served as an Advisor to the Australian Government 
Minister for the Environment. He was formerly an officer in the Royal Australian 
Navy.


