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Promoting Pest-free Produce for Export in Guatemal

The challenge...

Fertile soils and a favourable climate make Guatemala ideal for the year round producti
tropical and semi-tropical fruits and vegetables. However, interregional trade and
agricultural exports to high quality international markets are restricted by the pres
several species of fruit flies that can cause severe damage to fruit and vegetable
papaya, mango, orange, pear, apricot, peach, apple, guava, pepper and toma
producers suffer significant economic losses due to fruit fly damage, as we

associated costs of pre-harvest pest control.

The project...

The IAEA has helped Guatemala to reduce fruit
fly damage through the use of the sterile
insect technique. Local producers and
exporters of fruit and vegetables strongly
supported the project. An alliance formed by
the Government of Guatemala and large and
small producers enabled the establishment
and maintenance of several fruit-fly-free and
low prevalence areas through the use of the
environmentally friendly sterile insect
technique. This technique is a type of
control’ for insects where radiatio
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Packaging fruit for export in
Guatemala.

y-Free or Low Prevalence Areas Using the Sterile Insect Technique




