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COMMUNICATION OF 13 JUNE 1996 RECEIVED FROM
THE PERMANENT MISSION OF AUSTRALIA

TO THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

1. On 17 June 1996, the Director General received a communication of 13 June 1996

from the Resident Representative of Australia transmitting texts of a Statement made by the

Prime Minister of Australia and a Press Release issued by the Minister for Foreign Affairs

of Australia in respect of the test of a nuclear weapon conducted by China on 8 June 1996.

2. As requested by the Resident Representative of Australia, the Statement of the Prime

Minister and the Press Release of the Minister for Foreign Affairs are being circulated for

the information of Member States of the Agency.
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NUCLEAR WEAPON TEST BY CHINA

Statement by the Hon. John Howard. Prime Minister of Australia

Australia condemns the latest test of a nuclear weapon by China. Given the strength of world
reaction against the French testing programme, it displays a particular insensitivity for China to
have gone ahead with this test.

China alone continues to test nuclear weapons. Its action is contrary to the expectation of the
international community, as underlined at last year's Review Conference on the Treaty on the
Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), to see concrete progress towards the elimination
of nuclear weapons. It is particularly regrettable that China continues to test when the
negotiations for a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) are at a critical juncture.

I urge China to end immediately its nuclear weapons testing program and affirm its uncondi-
tional support for a CTBT. These measures would be a significant boost to international efforts
to curb the spread and use of weapons of mass destruction.

Canberra
8 June 1996



INFCIRC/517
Attachment
page 2

CHINESE NUCLEAR TEST

MEDIA RELEASE ISSUED BY THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF
AUSTRALIA, MR ALEXANDER DOWNER

I CONDEMN THE NUCLEAR TEST CONDUCTED TODAY BY CHINA.

WITH THE CONCLUSION OF FRANCE'S NUCLEAR TESTING IN THE SOUTH
PACIFIC CHINA STANDS ALONE AS THE ONLY NUCLEAR WEAPON STATE TO
PERSIST, AGAINST THE EXPRESS WILL OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMU-
NITY, WITH A NUCLEAR WEAPON TESTING PROGRAM. CHINA'S TEST
COMES AT A TIME WHEN NEGOTIATIONS TO CONCLUDE A COMPREHENSIVE
TEST BAN TREATY (CTBT) ARE ENTERING THEIR FINAL STAGE. THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS CALLED FOR THE TREATY TO BE
CONCLUDED AND OPENED FOR SIGNATURE BY THIS YEAR'S UNITED
NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN SEPTEMBER. THE TIMING OF THE LATEST
TEST BY CHINA IS THEREFORE PARTICULARLY REGRETTABLE.

AUSTRALIA'S OPPOSITION TO ALL NUCLEAR TESTING IS LONG-STANDING
AND FIRM. OUR RESPONSE TO TODAY'S TEST CAN LEAVE CHINA IN NO
DOUBT ABOUT THE STRENGTH OF FEELING ON THE PART OF THE AUSTRA-
LIAN GOVERNMENT. AND THE AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY, AGAINST
CONTINUED NUCLEAR TESTING. OUR MESSAGE IS CLEAR: CHINA SHOULD
HEED THE STRENGTH AND LEGITIMACY OF INTERNATIONAL FEELING ON
THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE AND DESIST IMMEDIATELY FROM ALL FURTHER
TESTING. CHINA SHOULD ACT NOW TO JOIN THE OTHER NUCLEAR WEAPON
STATES IN DESISTING FROM TESTING PENDING ENTRY INTO FORCE OF A
CTBT.

IT IS CLEAR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WANTS TO SEE A MOVE
AWAY FROM THE NOW OUT-DATED COLD WAR LOGIC OF NUCLEAR
CONFRONTATION AND TO WIND BACK THE THREAT POSED BY THE FUR-
THER DEVELOPMENT AND PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS.
CONTINUED NUCLEAR TESTING HAS NO PLACE IN TODAY'S WORLD.

WASHINGTON/CANBERRA
8 JUNE 1996




