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STATEMENT MACE BY THE GOERNR FROM | RAQ

"The Iragi Governnent has clearly stated its position on the
protection of nuclear facilities fromarned attacks on nunerous
previ ous occasions. This positionis reflected in many United
Nati ons and Agency docunents, anong them docunent GOV/ | NF/ 472
circulated to all Menber States at the request of the Resident
Representative of lrag to the Agency on 19 March 1985 in reply to
an Iranian accusation regarding an alleged lraqi mlitary attack
on the so-called 'Bushehr nuclear power plant'. As stated in
docunent GOV/ | NF/ 472:

1. Irag has al ways asserted its adherence to its comm tnent
not to attack peaceful nuclear facilities, particularly
t hose subject to the Agency's safeguards. It has al so
urged all States to reach an agreenent to that effect.

2. lraq has repeatedly rejected and refuted such Irani an
all egations. It has not attacked the Bushehr nuclear site
in spite of the fact that it is located in the region of
the port of Bushehr, which falls within the zone of

mlitary operations as defined by Irag. Al ships were
war ned i n advance of the hazards of entry to it.

3. The Bushehr. site does not contain any nuclear materi al
and it is not as yet subject to safeguards; as the
Director Ceneral of the Agency stated before the Board of
Governors on 19 February 1985. Therefore, there is no
direct responsibility for the Agency in this matter.

4. The right solution for this problem and for all other
probl ens emanating fromthe aggressive war waged by Iran
against lraq, lies in putting an end to this war, so that
the two nei ghbouring countries may |live in peace.
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"lraq, out of humanitarian, concern and in the interests of
friendly relations with foreign countries, has always nai ntai ned a
policy of warning foreign conmpani es and nationals of potential
hazards resulting fromtheir presence in war zones in lran. In |ine
with this policy, an Enbassy staff nmenber - and not the Anbassador as
distortedly alleged by the Iranian letterY - has given such advice,
within the framework and on the basis of this concern. In this
connection, | amin a position to state that neither the Anbassador
nor any of his staff made the statenent reported in the Iranian
letter. | take this opportunity to repeat that Bushehr port - and not
the so-called 'Busher nuclear power plant’ - is a war zone decl ared
early during the war because of its vital inmportance to the Iranian
war effort.

"It is common know edge that work at the Bushehr site has
been abandoned since Khoneini cane to .power, in 1979, thus
resulting in contractual problens between KW and the Iranian
authorities, which indirectly involve the Governnment of the
Federal Republic of GCernany.

"It is not surprising that each party to the Bushehr contract is
doi ng everything possible to find | egal support for its position. The
erroneous statenment attributed to the, lIraqi Anbassador to Bonn may
well be inline with these attenpts.

"The Iranian regi me has devoted all its efforts to continuing
the war against Iraq and to freeing itself , in -this regard, of al
i nternational obligations under the Charter of the United nations and
international law. The lranian reginme rejects the conpetence of the
Security Council for settling this .conflict ,as mandated by, the
United Nations Charter to do. Mreover, this regine has maintained a
policy of selective application of international [aw, so as to
conceal its real intentions of continuing its efforts to invade- Iraq
and achi eving .regional expansion. The Iranian regi ne nakes no
contribution to the Agency other than, involving it in unfounded,
accusations that do not concern the global m ssion of the Agency, in
an attenpt to divert international attention from condeming the
I rani an policy of prolonging the war."

See docunent | NPCI RC/ 339.



