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TEXT OF | NTERVI EW

BY A SPOKESVAN OF
THE FOREI GN M NI STRY OF
THE DEMOCRATI C PECPLE' S REPUBLI C OF KOREA
CONCERNI NG THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS AT THE
5- MEGAWATT EXPERI MENTAL NUCLEAR PONER STATI ON

3 May 1994, Pyongyang

VE HAVE RECENTLY EXCHANGED TELEX MFSSACES SEVERAL TIMES WTH THE
SECRETARIAT OF THE |INTERNATIONAL ATOM C ENERGY AGENCY (I AEA
CONCERNI NG THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL ROD AT THE 5- MEGAWATT EXPER MENTAL
NUCLEAR POVNER STATI ON.

WE DECIDED TO PLACE THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RCOD STRI CTLY UNDER
THE SURVEI LLANCE OF THE | AEA, OUT OF THE CONSI STENT PROSI TI ON TO SHOW
THE HONESTY OF OUR NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES, DESPITE OUR UN QUE STATUS
AFTER A TEMPORARY SUSPENSI ON OF THE EFFECTUATION OF OUR DECLARED
W THDRAVWAL FROM THE NON PROLI FERATI ON TREATY ( NPT).

HENCE, WE DECI DED TO ALLOW THE | REA | NSPECTORS TO BE PRESENT AT
THE PLACE OF THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL ROD AND VERI FY THE NON DI VERSI ON
OF NUCLEAR NMATERI AL TO NON- PEACEFUL PURPGCSES.

THE ACTIMITIES OF THE |AEA THAT WE ALLOND |INCLUDE THE
OBSERVATION OF THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL ROD, CONTAI NVENT AND
SURVEI LLANCE OVER ALL REPLACED FUEL AND OTHER SUFFI CI ENT | NSPECTI ONS
NEEDED FOR THE MAI NTENANCE OF THE CONTI NUI TY OF SAFEGUARDS.

AND VW DI D NOT DELAY THE | SSUE OF ENTRY VI SAS TO FI VE | NSPECTORS
SELECTED BY THE | AEA SI DE.

THUS, WE HAVE DONE ALL WE CAN TO PROVE THE TRANSPARENCY OF OUR
NUCLEAR ACTI VI TI ES DESPI TE OUR UNI QUE STATUS.

TH'S NOTWTHSTANDI NG  THE [AEA SECRETARIAT |S RAISING AN
UNREASONABLE DEVAND FCOR SELECTI NG PRESERVI NG AND MEASURI NG SOME FUEL
AT THE TI ME OF THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL ROD.

THE SELECTI VE MEASUREMENT O THE FUEL ROD CAN NEVER BE ALLOWED
BECAUSE | T MEANS ROUTINE AND AD HOC | NSPECTI ONS | GNORI NG QUR UNI QUE
STATUS FOLLON NG THE TEMPORARY SUSPENSI ON CF THE EFFECTUATI ON OF OUR
DECLARED W THDRAWAL FROM THE NPT.

THE | NSPECTI ON ACTIVITIES WE CAN ALLOW IN OUR VOLUNTARY MEASURE
OF GOCD WLL AT TH'S MOMENT ARE ONLY | NSPECTIONS TO CONFI RM THAT
THERE |'S NO DI VERSI ON OF NUCLEAR MATERI AL TO OTHER PURPCSES, SO AS TO

MAI NTAIN THE CONTINUTY OF SAFEGUARDS IN CONFORM TY WTH QUR UNI QUE
STATUS.

IT 1S TRUH TO TELL, THE EXPRESSION OF OUR BEST WLL THAT WE
DECIDED TH'S TIME TO PLACE ALL THE REPLACED FUEL ROD UNDER THE
COMAI NVENT AND SURVEI LLANCE OF THE | AEA AND ALLOW THE | NSPECTCORS TO
VERI FY NON- DI VERSI ON OF NUCLEAR NMATERI AL.
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YET THE AGENCY SECRETARI AT |'S PERSI STING I N I TS UNTENABLE DEMAND.
OPENLY | GNORING OUR UNI QUE STATUS. THIS IS AN I NDI CATION THAT IT IS
STILL TAKING A PARTIAL ATTITUDE, REMAINING BLINDLY +SUSPI Cl QUS+
AGAINST US. THIS IS A PATENT PROOF THAT THE PARTIALITY OF THE ACENCY
CONTI NUES EXPANDI NG

THE DEMAND FOR SELECTI VE MEASUREMENT OF THE FUEL ROD ON THE PART
OF THE AGENCY SECRETARI AT, WH CH FAKED UP H NCONSI STENCY+ I N THE PAST
EVEN BY DESTROYING ITS JUDA NG SAMPLE, IS IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS A
PROOF THAT IT IS INTENDING TO RESORT TO PRESSURE ON THE DPRK BY
I NVENTI NG ANOTHER +I NCONSI STENCY. +

IT MUST NOT GO UNNOTI CED THAT THE AGENCY HAS NOT YET SENT I TS
I NSPECTORS GROUP, ALTHOUGH WE ALLONED AN |INSPECTION FOR THE
CONTI NU TY OF SAFEGUARDS AND EVEN THE SOCALLED +UNFI NI SHED | NSPECTI ON
ACTI VI TI ES+ WH CH WERE RAI SED AT THE TI ME OF THE | NSPECTI ON | N MARCH.

TH'S CLEARLY PROVES THAT THE AGENCY SECRETARI AT SOUGHT AN
INSID QUS PCLITICAL PURPCSE WHEN | T RAISED OUR +NUCLEAR PROBLEMF AT
THE MEETI NG OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS AND THE UNI TED NATI ONS SECURI TY
COUNCI L.

SUCH BEING THE SITUATION, IT IS CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT, |IF WE ALLOW
THE SELECTIVE MEASUREMENT OF THE FUEL ROD, THE AGENCY SECRETARI AT
WLL FIND A NEW PRETEXT FOR A PRESSURE ON THE DPRK.

VWE CAN NO LONGER ALLOW THE AGENCY SECRETARI AT TO USE OUR +NUCLEAR
PROBLEM+ AS A POLI TI CAL EXPEDI ENT.

IF THE AGENCY SECRETARIAT REFUSES TO ACCEPT OUR REASONABLE
PROPCSAL AND PERSISTS IN I TS UNREASONABLE DENVMAND, WE WLL HAVE NO
OTHER ALTERNATIVE BUT TO REPLACE THE FUEL ROD ACCORDING TO OUR
OPERATI ON PLAN.

THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL ROD IS AN URCGENT |ISSUE WH CH CAN BE
DELAYED NO LONCER ElI THER FROM THE TECHNI CAL PO NT OF VI EW OR FOR THE
SECURI TY SAKE.

WHETHER THE | AEA | NSPECTORS ARE PRESENT OR NOT, THE SPENT FUEL RCD
COUNTER, THE THERMO LUM NESCENCE DETECTOR AND MONI TORI NG APPARATUSES
| NSTALLED BY THE | AEA AT THE EXPERI MENTAL NUCLEAR POWNER STATI ON ARE
OPERATI NG CONTI NUOUSLY, AND THIS MEANS THAT OUR REPLACEMENT OF FUEL
RCD | S CARRI ED QUT STRI CTLY UNDER THE SURVEI LLANCE OF THE | AEA.

HE WLL PLACE ALL THE REPLACED FUEL UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE | AEA
AND ALLOW I TS MEASUREMENT WHEN THE NUCLEAR ISSUE IS RESOLVED IN A
PACKAGE DEAL AT THE FUTURE DPRK- USA TALKS.

| F THE | AEA SECRETARI AT CARRI ES THE S| TUATI ON | NTO THE EXTREM Tl ES
DESPITE OUR UTMOST MAGNANIM TY AND GOOD WLL, WE WLL RESCLUTELY
COUNTER I T.

THE | AEA SECRETARI AT MUST PONDER I T OVER AT THI S CRUCI AL MOVENT I N
THE SETTLEMENT OF THE NUCLEAR | SSUE.



