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I N T E R V I E W 

 
BY A SPOKESMAN OF 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF 
THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

 
14 May 1994, Pyongyang 

 
 
 

 AS IS KNOWN, THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS HAS BEGUN AT OUR 5 
MEGAWATT EXPERIMENTAL NUCLEAR POWER STATION ACCORDING TO ITS 
OPERATION PLAN. 
 THIS REFUELING IS PART OF THE UNDERTAKINGS TO NORMALIZE OUR 
PEACEFUL NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES. 
 AS WE HAVE CLARIFIED TIME AND AGAIN, WE COULD NOT FREEZE THE 
OPERATION OF THE GRAPHITE MODERATED REACTOR SYSTEM FOR AN INDEFINITE 
PERIOD, INCURRING ECONOMIC LOSSES, SINCE THE PROSPECT OF 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DPRK-USA AGREEMENT ON CONVERTING THE GRAPHITE 
MODERATED REACTOR SYSTEM TO A LIGHT WATER REACTOR SYSTEM BECAME DIM 
AS A RESULT OF THE ABORTION OF THE THIRD ROUND OF TALKS. 
 MOREOVER, THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS AT THE 5 MEGAWATT 
EXPERIMENTAL NUCLEAR POWER STATION COULD NOT BE DELAYED ANY LONCER IN 
VIEW OF ITS TECHNICAL SAFETY. 
 THAT IS WHY WE SENT A TELEX MESSAGE TO THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC 
ENERGY AGENCY ON APRIL 19 INFORMINC IT OF OUR REPLACEMENT PLAN IN 
ADVANCE AND REQUESTING IT TO OBSERVE IT AND PROMPTLY TAKE NECESSARY 
MEASURES FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS. 
 LATER, WE SENT TELEX MESSAGES TO THE AGENCY ON FOUR OCCASIONS, 
REPEATEDLY REQUESTING IT TO TAKE RELEVANT MEASURES INCLUDING THE 
REMOVAL OF SEALS FOR A SMOOTH OPERATION OF THE FACILITIES. AND WE 
AGREED TO ALL THE DEMANDS OF THE AGENCY WITH REGARD TO ITS 
OBSERVATION EXCEPT FOR THE SELECTION AND PRESERVATION OF THE FUEL 
RODS. A MATTER WHICH IS BEYOND OUR UNIQUE STATUS, AND ISSUED IN GOOD 
TIME ENTRY VISAS TO THE AGENCY'S INSPECTORS. 
 MOREOVER, WE ALLOWED, AS AN EXCEPTION, INSPECTION ACTIVITIES FOR 
THE CONTINUITY OF SAFECUARDS REQUESTED BY THE SECRETARIAT OF THE 
AGENCY AND EVEN AN +ADDITIONAL INSPECTION+ WHICH IT DESCRIBED AS AN 
+UNCOMPLETED INSPECTION+ DURING ITS INSPECTION IN MARCH, TAKING INTO 
CONSIDERATION THE FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES WITHDREW THE 
PRECONDITION OF +EXCHANCE OF SPECIAL ENVOYS BETWEEN THE NORTH AND THE 
SOUTH OF KOREA+ WHICH IT HAD INSISTED ON. 
 THE SECRETARIAT OF THE AGENCY, HOWEVER, PERSISTENTLY AVOIDED 
SENDINC A GROUP OF INSPECTORS ON UNREASONABLE PRETEXTS AND DID NOT 
TAKE NECESSARY MEASURES FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS. UNDER SUCH 
NDITIONS, WE HAD NO OTHER CHOICE BUT TO REMOVE SEALS AND START TAKING 
OUT FUEL RODS FOR SAFETY REASONS. 
 IN THIS CONNECTION, WE NOTIFIED THE AGENCY THAT THE WHOLE COURSE 
OF THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS WOULD BE PLACED UNDER A STRICT WATCH 
OF THE AGENCY'S CAMERAS. 
 ALL THIS WAS MOTIVATED BY OUR UTMOST SINCERITY TO PROVE THE NON-
DIVERSION OF THE REPLACED FUEL RODS TO NON-PEACEFUL PURPOSES AND 
DEMONSTRATE THE UPRIGHTNESS OF OUR NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES. 
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 IT IS SELF-EVIDENT THAT SUCH INSPECT10N ACTIVITIES FALLING UNDER 
THE CATEGORIES OF ROUTINE AND AD HOC INSPECTIONS AS SELECTION AND 
PRESERVATION OF SOME OF THE FUEL RODS CAN NEVER BE ALLOWED IN VIEW OF 
OUR UNIQUE STATUS FOLLOWING A TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF THE 
EFFECTUATION OF OUR DECLARED WITHDRAWAL FROM THE NON-PROLIFERATION 
TREATY (NPT). 
 TO SELECT AND PRESERVE SOME OF THE FUEL RODS AT THIS JUNCTURE 
MEANS TO TAKE SAMPLES. THIS IS AN INEQUITABLE ATTITUDE IGNORING OUR 
PRESENT UNIQUE STATUS WHICH EXCLUDES AD HOC INSPECTION, AND A 
PREJUDICED, UNREASONABLE DEMAND BLINDLY CASTING +SUSPICION+ ON THE 
DPRK. 
 WE HAVE ALREADY CLEARLY NOTIFIED THE IAEA THAT WE WILL CONTAIN 
ALL THE SPENT FUEL UNDER STRICT SURVEILLANCE OF THE IAEA AND FULLY 
ALLOW THE IAEA TO MEASURE IT WHEN THE NUCLEAR ISSUE IS SETTLED 
BETWEEN THE DPRK AND THE USA. 
 IT IS HARDLY UNDERSTANDABLE FOR THE IAEA SECRETARIAT TO INSIST ON 
SELECTING AND PRESERVING SOME OF THE FUEL NOW, THOUGH IT WILL BE ABLE 
TO GET THE MOST CORRECT RESULTS IF IT MEASURES ALL THE FUEL AT THAT 
TIME. 
 THIS MAKES US SUSPECT THAT THE IAEA SECRETARIAT IS NOT INTERESTED 
IN THE MEASUREMENT OF THE FUEL RODS BUT IS SEEKING THE POLITICAL 
PURPOSE OF GRADUALLY UNDERMINING OUR UNIQUE STATUS UNDER THE CLOAK OF 
MEASUREMENT. 
 IN ITS REPORT ON THE RESULTS OF THE INSPECTION IN MARCH AT THE 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE IAEA AND THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 
COUNCIL, THE SECRETARIAT SAID IT WAS +INDISPENSABLE+ TO WIND UP THE 
+INCOMPLETE INSPECTION ACTIVITIES+ AT THE RADIOCHEMICAL LABORATORY. 
SO, WE ALLOWED THEM AND NOW THE SECRETARIAT SAYS IT IS 
+INDISPENSABLE+ TO SELECT AND PRESERVE FUEL RODS. THIS PROVES THAT 
THERE IS NO CREDIBILITY IN THE ATTITUDE OF THE SECRETARIAT. 
 THIS MAKES US CONCLUDE THAT THE SECRETARIAT'S DEMAND FOR 
SELECTING AND PRESERVING FUEL RODS AT THIS JUNCTURE IS AIMED AT 
FABRICATING ANOTHER +INCONSISTENCY+ WHICH WAS ONE OF THE ROOT CAUSES 
OF OUR WITHDRAWAL FROM THE NPT AND JUSTIFYING ITS PARTIALITY TOWARD 
THE DPRK. 
 IN VIEW OF OUR UNIQUE STATUS, WE ARE ONLY OBLIGED TO PROVIDE THE 
CONTINUITY 0F SAFEGUARDS THROUGH THE VERIFICATION 0F THE NON-
DIVERSION 0F NUCLEAR MATLHIAL, NOT THE VEHIFICATION OF THE 
COMPLETENESS AND CORRECTNESS OF THE INITIAL INVENTORY. 
 THOUGH WE DECIDED TO STRICTLY CONTAIN THE FUEL RODS AND PUT THEM 
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE AGENCY, SOME QUARTERS OF THE UNITED STATES 
ARE NOW SPREADING THE RUMOR THAT WE ARE CHANGING THE FUEL RODS TO 
EXTRACT PLUTONIUM ENOUGH FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF FOUR OR FIVE NUCLEAR 
BOMBS. THIS IS QUITE CONTRADICATORY TO THE FACT AND CANNOT BE 
CONSTRUED OTHERWISE THAN A SINISTER INTENTION TO INTENSIFY PRESSURE 
ON THE DPRK UNDER THE PRETEXT OF REFUELING. 
 ACTUALLY, REFUELINC IS TAKING PLACE UNDER THE WATCH OF THE 
CAMERAS INSTALLED BY THE AGENCY. SO, THERE IS NO GROUND TO WORRY 
ABOUT THE DIVERSION OF THE REPLACED FUEL RODS FOR ANOTHER PURPOSE. 
 NOW SOME QUARTERS ARE CONTENDING THAT IF WE STOPPED AND PUT OFF 
REFUELINC, THE PROBLEM OF OBSERVATION MIGHT BE SOLVED. THIS IS, 
HOWEVER, AN UNREALISTIC SPECULATION THAT DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT 
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TECHNICAL SAFETY OF OUR EXPERIMENTAL 
ATOMIC POWER PLANT. 
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 IF REFUELING IS STOPPED MIDWAY, IT MAY CAUSE A NEW DANGER IN THE 
VIEW OF SAFETY. 
 BUT WE THINK THAT SINCE REFUELING HAS JUST BEGUN, THERE STILL 
REMAIN POSSIBILITIES TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM. 
 WE PROPOSED TO THE AGENCY NEGOTIATIONS FOR AN AGREEMENT ON 
PRACTICAL MATTERS RELATED TO THE PRESENCE AT THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL 
RODS ALONG WITH COMPLICATED OUTSTANDING ISSUES WITH IT. 
 THE SOLUTION TO THE ISSUE DEPENDS ON THE ATTITUDE OF THE AGENCY. 
 IF THE AGENCY PERSIST IN ITS UNREASONABLE DEMAND, IGNORING OUR 
UNAVOIDABLE CONDITIONS REGARDING THE REPLACEMENT OF THE FUEL RODS, 
THE ISSUE WOULD BECOME MORE COMPLICATED. 
 WE WILL AS EVER MAKE EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT FOR A FAIR AND 
FUNDAMENTAL SOLUTION TO THE NUCLEAR ISSUE. 
 
 


