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| NTERVI EW

BY A SPOKESVAN OF
THE FOREI GN M NI STRY OF
THE DEMOCRATI C PECPLE' S REPUBLI C OF KOREA

14 May 1994, Pyongyang

AS IS KNOMW, THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS HAS BEGUN AT OUR 5
MEGAWATT EXPERI MENTAL NUCLEAR PONER STATION ACCORDING TO ITS
OPERATI ON PLAN.

TH'S REFUELING IS PART OF THE UNDERTAKINGS TO NORMALIZE OUR
PEACEFUL NUCLEAR ACTI VI Tl ES.

AS WE HAVE CLARIFIED TIME AND AGAIN, WE COULD NOI' FREEZE THE
OPERATI ON OF THE GRAPH TE MODERATED REACTOR SYSTEM FOR AN | NDEFI NI TE
PERI OD, I NCURRING ECONOM C  LGSSES, SINCE THE PROSPECT OF
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DPRK- USA AGREEMENT ON CONVERTI NG THE GRAPH TE
MODERATED REACTOR SYSTEM TO A LI GHT WATER REACTOR SYSTEM BECAME DI M
AS A RESULT OF THE ABORTI ON OF THE TH RD ROUND OF TALKS.

MOREOVER, THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS AT THE 5 MEGAWATT
EXPERI MENTAL NUCLEAR PONER STATI ON COULD NOT BE DELAYED ANY LONCER I N
VIEWCOF | TS TECHNI CAL SAFETY.

THAT IS WHY WE SENT A TELEX MESSAGE TO THE | NTERNATI ONAL ATOM C
ENERGY AGENCY ON APRIL 19 INFORMNC IT OF OUR REPLACEMENT PLAN IN
ADVANCE AND REQUESTING IT TO OBSERVE | T AND PROWTLY TAKE NECESSARY
MEASURES FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RCODS.

LATER, WE SENT TELEX MESSAGES TO THE AGENCY ON FOUR OCCASI ONS,
REPEATEDLY REQUESTING IT TO TAKE RELEVANT MEASURES | NCLUDING THE
REMOVAL OF SEALS FOR A SMOOTH OPERATION OF THE FACILITIES. AND WE
AGREED TO ALL THE DEMANDS OF THE AGENCY WTH REGARD TO ITS
OBSERVATI ON  EXCEPT FOR THE SELECTI ON AND PRESERVATION OF THE FUEL
RODS. A MATTER WH CH | S BEYOND OUR UNI QUE STATUS, AND | SSUED IN GOCD
TI ME ENTRY VI SAS TO THE AGENCY' S | NSPECTORS.

MOREOVER, WE ALLOWED, AS AN EXCEPTI QN, | NSPECTI ON ACTI VI TIES FOR
THE CONTINUITY OF SAFECUARDS REQUESTED BY THE SECRETARIAT OF THE
AGENCY AND EVEN AN +ADDI TI ONAL | NSPECTI ON+ WHICH | T DESCRI BED AS AN
+UNCOVPLETED | NSPECTI ON+ DURI NG | TS | NSPECTI ON I N MARCH, TAKI NG | NTO
CONSI DERATION  THE FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES WTHDREW THE
PRECONDI TI ON OF +EXCHANCE OF SPECI AL ENVOYS BETWEEN THE NORTH AND THE
SOQUTH OF KOREA+ WHICH | T HAD I NSI STED ON.

THE SECRETARIAT OF THE ACGENCY, HOWNEVER, PERSISTENTLY AVQO DED
SENDI NC A GROUP OF | NSPECTORS ON UNREASONABLE PRETEXTS AND DI D NOT
TAKE NECESSARY MEASURES FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RCDS. UNDER SUCH
NDI TI ONS, WE HAD NO OTHER CHO CE BUT TO REMOVE SEALS AND START TAKI NG
QUT FUEL RODS FOR SAFETY REASONS.

IN THI'S CONNECTI ON, WE NOTI FI ED THE AGENCY THAT THE WHOLE COURSE
OF THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL RODS WOULD BE PLACED UNDER A STRI CT WATCH
OF THE AGENCY' S CAMERAS.

ALL TH S WAS MOTI VATED BY OUR UTMOST SINCERITY TO PROVE THE NON-
DI VERSION OF THE REPLACED FUEL RODS TO NON PEACEFUL PURPCSES AND
DEMONSTRATE THE UPRI GHTNESS OF OUR NUCLEAR ACTI VI Tl ES.
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| T IS SELF- EVI DENT THAT SUCH | NSPECT10N ACTI VI TI ES FALLI NG UNDER
THE CATEGORIES OF ROUTINE AND AD HOC | NSPECTI ONS AS SELECTI ON AND
PRESERVATI ON OF SOME OF THE FUEL RODS CAN NEVER BE ALLOWED I N VI EW OF
OUR UNIQUE STATUS FOLLONNG A TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF THE
EFFECTUATION OF OUR DECLARED W THDRAWAL FROM THE NON- PROLI FERATI ON
TREATY (NPT).

TO SELECT AND PRESERVE SOVE OF THE FUEL RODS AT TH'S JUNCTURE
MEANS TO TAKE SAMPLES. TH'S IS AN | NEQUI TABLE ATTI TUDE | GNORI NG OUR
PRESENT UNI QUE STATUS WHI CH EXCLUDES AD HOC |NSPECTION, AND A
PREJUDI CED, UNREASONABLE DEMAND BLINDLY CASTING +SUSPICl ON+ ON THE
DPRK.

WE HAVE ALREADY CLEARLY NOTIFIED THE | AEA THAT WE WLL CONTAI N
ALL THE SPENT FUEL UNDER STRICT SURVEILLANCE OF THE | AEA AND FULLY
ALLON THE |IAEA TO MEASURE |T WHEN THE NUCLEAR |SSUE |S SETTLED
BETWEEN THE DPRK AND THE USA.

| T 1S HARDLY UNDERSTANDABLE FOR THE | AEA SECRETARI AT TO I NSI ST ON
SELECTI NG AND PRESERVI NG SOME OF THE FUEL NOW THOUGH | T WLL BE ABLE
TO GET THE MOST CORRECT RESULTS IF I T MEASURES ALL THE FUEL AT THAT
TI ME.

TH S MAKES US SUSPECT THAT THE | AEA SECRETARI AT |'S NOT | NTERESTED
IN THE MEASUREMENT OF THE FUEL RODS BUT IS SEEKING THE POLI Tl CAL
PURPOSE OF GRADUALLY UNDERM NI NG OUR UNI QUE STATUS UNDER THE CLQOAK OF
MEASURENENT.

IN | TS REPORT ON THE RESULTS OF THE | NSPECTION IN MARCH AT THE
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE IAEA AND THE UNITED NATIONS SECUR TY
OCOUNCI L, THE SECRETARI AT SAID I T WAS +I NDI SPENSABLE+ TO WND UP THE
+I NCOVPLETE | NSPECTI ON ACTI VI TI ES+ AT THE RADI OCHEM CAL LABORATCRY.
SO WE ALLOED THEM AND NOW THE SECRETARIAT SAYS IT IS
+| NDI SPENSABLE+ TO SELECT AND PRESERVE FUEL RODS. TH'S PROVES THAT
THERE |'S NO CREDI BI LI TY I N THE ATTI TUDE OF THE SECRETARI AT.

TH'S MAKES US CONCLUDE THAT THE SECRETARIAT'S DEMAND FOR
SELECTING AND PRESERVING FUEL RODS AT TH'S JUNCTURE IS AIMED AT
FABRI CATI NG ANOTHER +| NCONSI STENCY+ WHI CH WAS ONE OF THE ROOT CAUSES
OF OUR W THDRAWAL FROM THE NPT AND JUSTI FYI NG | TS PARTI ALI TY TOMRD
THE DPRK.

IN VI EWOF OUR UNI QUE STATUS, WE ARE ONLY OBLI GED TO PROVI DE THE
CONTI NUI TY OF SAFEGUARDS THROUGH THE VERIFICATION OF THE NON
DIVERSION OF NUCLEAR NMATLH AL, NOT THE VEH FICATION OF THE
COVPLETENESS AND CORRECTNESS OF THE | NI TI AL | NVENTORY.

THOUGH WE DECI DED TO STRI CTLY CONTAIN THE FUEL RODS AND PUT THEM
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE AGENCY, SOVE QUARTERS OF THE UNI TED STATES
ARE NOW SPREADI NG THE RUMOR THAT WE ARE CHANG NG THE FUEL RODS TO
EXTRACT PLUTONI UM ENOUGH FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF FOUR OR FI VE NUCLEAR
BOVBS. TH'S IS QUTE CONTRADI CATORY TO THE FACT AND CANNOT BE
CONSTRUED OTHERW SE THAN A SI NI STER | NTENTION TO | NTENSI FY PRESSURE
ON THE DPRK UNDER THE PRETEXT OF REFUELI NG

ACTUALLY, REFUELINC IS TAKING PLACE UNDER THE WATCH OF THE
CAMERAS | NSTALLED BY THE AGENCY. SO THERE IS NO GROUND TO VORRY
ABOUT THE DI VERSI ON OF THE REPLACED FUEL RODS FOR ANOTHER PURPCSE.

NOW SOVE QUARTERS ARE CONTENDI NG THAT | F WE STOPPED AND PUT OFF
REFUELINC, THE PROBLEM OF OBSERVATION M GHT BE SOLVED. THIS IS,
HOWEVER AN UNREALI STI C SPECULATI ON THAT DOES NOT TAKE | NTO ACCOUNT
THE CHARACTERI STICS OF THE TECHNICAL SAFETY OF OUR EXPER MENTAL
ATOM C PONER PLANT.
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| F REFUELI NG IS STOPPED M DVWAY, | T MAY CAUSE A NEW DANGER IN THE
VI EW OF SAFETY.

BUT WE TH NK THAT SINCE REFUELI NG HAS JUST BEGUN, THERE STILL
REMAI N POSSI Bl LI TIES TO RESOLVE THE PRCBLEM

VWE PROPOSED TO THE AGENCY NEGOTIATIONS FOR AN AGREEMENT ON
PRACTI CAL MATTERS RELATED TO THE PRESENCE AT THE REPLACEMENT OF FUEL
RODS ALONG W TH COVPLI CATED OUTSTANDI NG | SSUES WTH I T.

THE SCLUTI ON TO THE | SSUE DEPENDS ON THE ATTI TUDE OF THE AGENCY.

| F THE AGENCY PERSI ST IN I TS UNREASONABLE DEMAND, | GNORING OUR
UNAVO DABLE CONDI TI ONS REGARDI NG THE REPLACEMENT OF THE FUEL RODS,
THE | SSUE WOULD BECOVE MORE COWPLI CATED.

VE WLL AS EVER MAKE EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT FOR A FAIR AND
FUNDAMVENTAL SOLUTI ON TO THE NUCLEAR | SSUE.



