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COMMUNICATION OF 3 OCTOBER 1995 RECEIVED FROM THE
PERMANENT MISSION OF AUSTRALIA
TO THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

1. On 5 October 1995, the Director General received a communication dated 3 October 1995
from the Permanent Mission of Australia transmitting a Statement of 2 October 1995 by the Prime
Minister of Australiaon "The Second French Nuclear Test".

2. As requested by the Permanent Mission of Australia, the text of the Statement is being
circulated for the information of Member States of the Agency.
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STATEMENT BY THE AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER
THE HON P J KEATING MP

THE SECOND FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST

| DEPLORE THE LATEST FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST AT FANGATAUFA. THE TEST IGNORES THE
UNDERSTANDABLE OUTRAGE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AT THE FRENCH
GOVERNMENT'S FIRST TEST AND COMPOUNDS THE SENSE OF ANGER FELT BY REGIONAL
COUNTRIES AS A RESULT OF CONTINUED TESTING.

THIS DECISION RUNS AGAINST COMMON SENSE. FRANCE'S GOOD NAME IN THIS REGION AND
AROUND THE WORLD HAS BEEN FURTHER DAMAGED, AND THE TEST IS CONTRARY TO
THE WISHES OF THE 71 PER CENT OF THE FRENCH PEOPLE WHO WANT THE
FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO CEASE NUCLEAR TESTING IN THIS REGION.

AUSTRALIA'S EFFORTS TO PRESS THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO ABANDON ITS TESTING
PROGRAM WILL BE UNCEASING AND UNRELENTING UNTIL THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HEARS
THE CLEAR MESSAGE FROM NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD TO ABANDON ITS NUCLEAR
TESTING PROGRAM. OUR CAMPAIGN WILL CONTINUE WITH THE SAME VIGOUR UNTIL ALL THE
TESTING STOPS.

THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DOES NOT ACCEPT THAT NUCLEAR TESTS ARE NECESSARY
FOR THE PURPOSES STATED BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT - TO PROTECT FRANCE'S
NATIONAL SECURITY, TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THE FRENCH NUCLEAR DETERRENT AND
TO DEVELOP SIMULATION TECHNOLOGY. THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT MUST EXPLORE MORE
FULLY THE TECHNICAL ALTERNATIVES TO FURTHER TESTS.

THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS FAILED TO ASK THE QUESTION: WOULD NUCLEAR TESTS OF
THIS KIND BE TOLERATED IN METROPOLITAN FRANCE? CLEARLY THEY WOULD NOT. THE
FRENCH GOVERNMENT MUST ACCORD THE SOUTH PACIFIC THE SAME RESPECT THAT IT
RESERVES FOR METROPOLITAN FRANCE.

AUSTRALIA FULLY SUPPORTS THE STATEMENT FROM THE RECENT SOUTH PACIFIC
FORUM MEETING THAT CALLED ON FRANCE TO

e DESIST FROM FURTHER TESTS IN THE REGION AND TO CLOSE ASSOCIATED FACILITIES,
EXCEPT THOSE REQUIRED FOR FUTURE ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING,;
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e ACCEPT FULL AND EXCLUSIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY ADVERSE IMPACTS FROM
ITS TESTING ON THE PACIFIC ENVIRONMENT AND PEOPLE;

e PROVIDE ACCESS TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO ALL SCIENTIFIC DATA IT
HOLDS AND TO THE TESTING SITES THEMSELVES TO ENABLE AN INDEPENDENT AND
COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE RISKS INVOLVED,;

e SIGN AND RATIFY THE PROTOCOLS OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC NUCLEAR FREE ZONE
TREATY.

ONLY THESE ACTIONS WOULD SHOW THAT FRANCE TAKES SERIOUSLY ITS OBLIGATIONS
TOWARDS THOSE COUNTRIES IN OUR REGION WITH WHICH IT SEEKS GOOD RELATIONS. IF
FRANCE CANNOT EVEN AGREE TO THE REGION'S REASONABLE REQUESTS FOR SCIENTIFIC
ACCESS, IT DEMONSTRATES ITS DISREGARD FOR THE INTERESTS OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC
COMMUNITY.

AUSTRALIA IS WELL ADVANCED IN ITS NEGOTIATIONS WITH LIKE-MINDED COUNTRIES IN
BRINGING A RESOLUTION BEFORE THE 50TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY IN THE COMING WEEKS, WHICH WOULD CONSTITUTE A STRONG STATEMENT OF
INTERNATIONAL OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR TESTING AND CALL FOR AN IMMEDIATE END TO
SUCH TESTS. THIS WILL BUILD ON SIMILAR RESOLUTIONS AND STATEMENTS MADE IN THE
PARLIAMENTS OF MANY NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD, IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
SUCH AS THE IAEA, AND IN REGIONAL GROUPINGS, INCLUDING THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM
AND THE ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM, AND WILL LEAVE THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT IN
NO DOUBT ABOUT THE BREADTH OF OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR TESTING.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO FACILITATE CAMPAIGNS OF INFORMATION AND CONTACT BETWEEN
THE AUSTRALIAN AND FRENCH PEOPLE SO THAT THE BASIS OF THE OPPOSITION
OF AUSTRALIANS TO THE TESTING PROGRAM AND THE INTENSITY OF THEIR
FEELINGS ARE UNDERSTOOD IN FRANCE.

THE RECALL OF THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRALIA, FRANCE'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT
IT WILL SIGN A TRULY COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY IN 1996, AND SUGGESTIONS THAT
THE NUMBER OF TESTS MAY BE REDUCED ARE ALL SIGNS THAT OUR CAMPAIGN IS HAVING AN
EFFECT. WITH EVERY NEW TEST IT HOLDS, THE IMMEDIATE AND THE LONG-TERM COSTS TO
FRANCE INCREASE.

CANBERRA
2 OCTOBER 1995



