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COMMUNICATION OF 31 OCTOBER 1995 RECEIVED FROM
THE PERMANENT MISSION OF AUSTRALIA
TO THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

1. On 2 November 1995, the Director General received a communication dated
31 October 1995 from the Permanent Mission of Austraia transmitting a Statement of
28 October 1995 by the Prime Minister of Australiaon "The Third French Nuclear Test".

2. As requested by the Permanent Mission of Australia, the text of the Statement is being
circulated for the information of Member States of the Agency.

95-04654



INFCIRC/493
Attachment

THE THIRD FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST

STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA. THE HON PJKEATING MP

| STRONGLY CONDEMN THE LATEST FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST AT MURUROA.

THISTEST FLIESIN THE FACE OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT'S RECENT
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT WILL SIGN THE PROTOCOLS OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC
NUCLEAR FREE ZONE (SPNFZ) TREATY. IT FURTHER BRINGS INTO QUESTION
THE SINCERITY OF FRANCE'S COMMITMENT TO THE SECURITY OF THE REGION
AND ITSENVIRONMENT. THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT SHOULD DRAW THE
LOGICAL CONCLUSION FROM ITSINTENTION TO SIGN THE SPNFZ PROTOCOLS
AND END ITSTESTS NOW.

CONTINUED TESTING HAS TRIGGERED POWERFUL REACTIONS AROUND THE
WORLD THAT REINFORCE THE VIEW THAT SECURITY BASED ON NUCLEAR
WEAPONS ISUNSUSTAINABLE IN THE LONGER TERM. THE STRENGTH OF THIS
OPPOSITION ADDSWEIGHT TO THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO PURSUE
PRACTICAL MEASURES THAT WILL LEAD TO A WORLD FREE OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS.

THISVIEW WILL BE REINFORCED IN THE COMING WEEKSWITH THE UNITED
NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY SCHEDULED TO CONSIDER A RESOLUTION. IN
WHICH AUSTRALIA ISPLAYING A LEADING ROLE. CALLING FOR AN
IMMEDIATE END TO ALL NUCLEAR TESTING. FRANCE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE
THE FORCE OF THIS RESOLUTION AND THE FACT THAT IT REPRESENTS
WORLD OPINION. TO CONTINUE TESTING WOULD BE AN AFFRONT TO THE
WISHES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ASWELL ASTHE SOUTH
PACIFIC.

FRANCE CONTINUES TO SERIOUSLY DAMAGE ITSINTERNATIONAL
REPUTATION BY ITSACTIONSIN THE FACE OF WORLD OPINION.

FRANCE STANDS ALMOST ALONE IN NOT RECOGNISING THAT CHANGED
STRATEGIC CIRCUMSTANCES AND CHANGING WORLD OPINION MEAN THAT
A SYSTEM OF SECURITY BASED ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS ISUNSUSTAINABLE
IN THE LONGER TERM.

UNTIL FRENCH GOVERNMENT ACTS RESPONSIBLY TOWARDS THE NATIONS
OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC BY ENDING ITSNUCLEAR TESTING PROGRAM WE
WILL PURSUE OUR COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN OF ACTION OPPOSING THE
FRENCH DECISION.

CANBERRA
28 OCTOBER 1995



