
SECOND BIG INSPECTION 
AT REPROCESSING PLANT 

During the Non-Proliferation Treaty ratification period 
the Agency continues to gain experience of safeguards 
work under the 40 agreements already entered into 
with 30 countries. 

At the beginning of May the second inspection of a plant process ing 
commerc ia l ly-owned nuclear fuel began in New York State, USA. It was 
expected to last for six weeks or more, the work being car r ied out on a shift 
system to cover the 24-hour-a-day operation of the plant. 

Altogether 16 inspectors, drawn from 11 of the 102 Member States, were 
engaged in the task at the Nuclear Fuel Services plant (NFS) in the Western 
New York Centre of the State Atomic and Space Development Authori ty , 
West Valley, NY. 

A s imi l a r operat ion was ca r r i ed out in 1967. The purpose of Agency 
safeguards is to ensure that the nuclear mater ia l s involved a re not diverted 
to potential mil i tary applications. 

The nuclear fuel being reprocessed was used in the generation of power 
at the Yankee Atomic Electric Company power plant at Rowe, Massachusetts. 
The ma te r i a l s to be recovered in the course of the r ep roces s ing operat ion 
consist of uranium, which was leased by Yankee from the US Atomic Energy 
Commission and will be returned to the Commission, and of plutonium. The 
latter was created in the course of the power generation under Agency safe
guards and is owned by Yankee. 

The recovered plutonium, which will be stored for future use or sale , 
will r e m a i n under the IAEA's sa feguards and be pe r iod i ca l l y i n s p e c t e d . 

Under a 1964 agreement between USA and the IAEA, the Yankee atomic 
plant was placed under the Agency's safeguards as a demonst ra t ion of how 
the system could operate and as a means of developing improved inspection 
techniques and of training personnel . As a result of this NFS, which is the 
facility where i r rad ia ted fuel from Yankee is chemical ly t rea ted , became 
the first r ep rocess ing plant to be placed under the same sys t em. The in
spections there a re providing valuable experience by enabling the inspectors 
to familiarize themselves with the complicated nature of this type of plant and 
p rocesses . They also enable the pract ices and methods to be elaborated and 
refined. 
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