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Nuclear safeguards conclusions presented in 2016 Safeguards 
Implementation Report

In 2016, the IAEA was able to 
conclude that for 69 countries, all 
nuclear material remained in peaceful 
activities. For another 104 countries, 
the Agency concluded that declared 
nuclear material remained in peaceful 
activities. This information was 
presented to the IAEA Board of 
Governors in the annual Safeguards 
Implementation Report (SIR) on 14 
June 2017.

“Our drawing of safeguards 
conclusions is very important to 
Member States,” said IAEA Director 
General Yukiya Amano. “Safeguards 

conclusions are based on a rigorous 
technical evaluation of information, 
including that gathered by our 
inspectors in the field and expert 
analysis at our headquarters over the 
past year.”

The type of conclusion that the IAEA 
draws with respect to each State varies 
according to the type of safeguards 
agreement the State has in place with 
the IAEA. More information on the 
different types of nuclear safeguards 
agreements can be found here:  
https://www.iaea.org/topics/
safeguards-legal-framework.

Only in countries with both a 
comprehensive safeguards agreement 
and an additional protocol in force 
does the IAEA have sufficient 
information and access to provide 
credible assurances to the international 
community of both the non-diversion 
of declared nuclear material from 
peaceful nuclear activities and the 
absence of undeclared nuclear material 
and activities.

For three States that are not party to 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and have 
item-specific safeguards agreements 

IAEA Safeguards Environmental Sample Laboratory in Seibersdorf, Austria. 
(Photo: D. Calma/IAEA)

https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/statement_sir_2016.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/statement_sir_2016.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/topics/safeguards-legal-framework
https://www.iaea.org/topics/safeguards-legal-framework


IAEA Updates: News

 IAEA Bulletin, September 2017   |   31   

Safeguards 
implementation in

Helping prevent the spread of nuclear weapons

2016
Our legal framework

181 states 
with safeguards 
agreements in force

129 states 
with additional 
protocols in force

&

1,290 
nuclear facilities 
and locations 
outside facilities

Our coverage

204,073
significant 
quantities of 
nuclear material

What did we achieve in 2016?

1,037,156
nuclear material reports

Collected & evaluated Conducted 

3,007
in-field 
verifications

] 13,275
days in 
the field

Collected

603
nuclear 

material samples

474
environmental
samples

122 
facilities

Our resources

932 
staff & contractors

from 96 countries

135 million
+40.5 million extra budgetary

Verified

25,044 seals
installed on nuclear material, facility 
critical equipment or IAEA’s safeguards 
equipment at nuclear facilities

IAEA

How did we get there?
Our verification process

1,436 cameras
connected to 266 facilities

1,057 

We concluded that for

      69 States
all nuclear material 
remained in 
peaceful activities.

      104 States
declared nuclear 
material remained 
in peaceful activities.

      3 States
nuclear material, 
facilitiesor other items to 
which safeguards had 
been applied remained 
in peaceful activities.

      5 States
nuclear material in 
selected facilities to 
which safeguards had 
been applied remained
in peaceful activities.

non-destructive assay 
systems 

Remotely monitored

Deployed

in force, the IAEA concluded that, for 
these States, nuclear material, facilities 
or other items to which safeguards 
had been applied remained in peaceful 
activities.

For the five NPT nuclear-weapon 
States that have voluntary offer 
agreements in force, the IAEA 
concluded that nuclear material in 
selected facilities remained in peaceful 
activities or had been withdrawn from 
safeguards as provided for in the 
agreements.

In 2016, twelve States Parties to 
the NPT had yet to bring into force 

comprehensive safeguards agreements 
with the IAEA as required by Article 
III of that Treaty. For these States 
Parties, the Agency could not draw any 
safeguards conclusions.

The infographic above provides further 
information on the IAEA’s verification 
and monitoring activities conducted in 
2016.

What are Safeguards?
Safeguards are a set of technical 
measures by which the IAEA seeks 
to verify that a State is living up to 
its international undertakings not to 

use peaceful nuclear programmes 
for weapons purposes. Under 
the NPT, non-nuclear-weapon 
States are required to conclude a 
comprehensive safeguards agreement 
with the IAEA that obliges States to 
accept safeguards. Countries with a 
comprehensive safeguards agreement 
in force have to declare all nuclear 
material and facilities to the IAEA. 
The IAEA then independently verifies 
these declarations. This safeguards 
agreement can be supplemented 
with an additional protocol which 
significantly increases the IAEA’s 
ability to verify the peaceful use of all 
nuclear material in a State.


