
T H E RADIOACTIVE GRASSHOPPER 
Grasshoppers are "tagged" with radiation in order to trace their move

ments for purposes of agricultural research. They are fed on young wheat 
containing iridium-192; the radioactivity taken up by the grasshoppers can 
then be observed by a portable scintillation counter. Laboratory tes t s have 
shown the biological period of the iridium to be of the order of seven days, 
and that about one microcurie per insect is needed to enable them to be 
traced during two months. (Photos : CEA, France) 
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