
TRAINING IN 
RADIOISOTOPE USES FOR 
AGRICULTURAL INVESTIGATIONS 

Seventeen students from Cambodia, the Republic of China, India, Israel, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Syria, Thailand and the United Arab Republic-
attended an inter-regional training course on the use of radioisotopes in soil 
and plant investigations in Manila, Philippines. 

Held from 3 October to 25 November 1966, the course was organised 
by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the Food and Agri­
cultural Organization (FAO) under the UN Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance. 

During the first three weeks, the students, most of whom had graduate 
training or experience in agricultural research, were taught the basic character­
istics of isotopes and the techniques of measuring radiation. Lectures and prac­
tical laboratory exercises in the more specialized studies of soil-plant relations 
took up the rest of the time. 

Some of the topics covered were: field and water culture experiments, 
measurement of nutrient in the soil, autoradiography of plant materials, plant 
mutation and breeding, use of radioisotopes in the study of photosynthesis 
and plant growth, nuclear techniques for determining soil moisture and density, 
the use of labelled fertilizer in studying the efficient utilization of fertilizer, etc. 

Dr. Getulio B. Viado, Head of the Training Institute, Philippine Atomic 
Energy Commission, was Director of the course, while Dr. Shaukat Ahmed, 
Director of the Atomic Research Centre, West Pakistan, served as Technical 
Adviser and as a principal lecturer. 

The teaching staff consisted of Philippine scientists and three visiting 
professors: Dr. Victor Middelboe of the IAEA Seibersdorf Laboratory, Dr. M.S. 
Chandraratna of Ceylon and Dr. S.C. Chang of the Republic of China. 
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